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Ept with
oo full a tide over our nantion nE@
had, at that period of which we speak, no

pxistence in Virginia. . The levees ol hgrx

1nd

Irk

o a genten isin
1 am certain thal'y

wrehial pomp, dnsplnyed a rempant-of those
stately. trappings of chivalry,’ with which
he titled and vulient of o still gatlier age,
vere areustomod, in Buropean counts, (o
puy homage to beanty and tanks
It was early in the winten uf 1748 that
ic levees of Governor Gooch.opened with
nwonted splendor ot Williamsbu g Ma. |
y of the members of wssembly. tiok thith-
with them a part of their families, and
is season was.graced. by the presence of
veral young high-bom maidens, who
hd never boforekeen presented atcourl.
ne among-thesg wis evidenily the theme
general admirationw Somo of the state- |
er matrons criticised her asdeficientin)
eight, - But, though somewhat. beneath
he middle slature, she posies: séd theround
Wl exquisite symmety whi ch the eacher.
istorians have ascribed lo‘lw‘f-mmulmg
nne Boleyn. «A. pure-comp! texion,~and
lcar eye, were finély -conttasted with
irk, glossy, and redundantshairse Stllit}
as found dimeult, hycomm;m wobservers,
b analy ze her beautyy foritrestédmot on
1y permanent gcﬂi ‘buton the consent.of)
e whole person i lovelinessi« Grsce of]
ovementy and mcluuy ol yoice, were con-
ssed to be among-its elements. ; More|
animation was hers; thaniswont to.dis-
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p 0t brook delay.” ©
'fsllus the noble steed whieh was given
b1 by La dylog Braddock on 1he fatal
lle of Mopnongatiela? and this the sume
:el:va;‘t he_bequeathed you at the sume
e

'T'hcn, my dear Colonel, (hus mounted
and attended you may well dine with me,
afid by borrowing some of this fine moon-
light, reach Wiﬁanw‘burg ere his escel-

or | lency shntl hayve shaken off his morning

heaght,ud ﬁwng akiad-

. uﬁﬂwmem a l‘mg turns,

ned s taghimgant added
el o[lhe iﬁ‘u&lqm\ mnl. ghould

slumbers.’

“Do 1 understand that T may be excused |,
immediately after dinner ?*

‘Uertamly

¢ Then, sir, [ accept your hospitality.”’

and gracefully throwing bimsell from the
charyer, he resigued the reign to the Eng-
lish seryant, giving at the same time elrict
orders as to tue time wheo e muet bo rea-

in+ | dy with the horses to pursus their journey.
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Sull.u it usually by lp[‘mus with pruud mea.

lef ﬁuldoue heart to the o
elight,

thou;ﬂw most impercepil !c
culqneas gothered oyer their intercourse.
But this intcryiew served as a slimulent (o
matrimony. The temporary reserve of
the father, throwing something like gloom
over the pateraal mansion, heighiened the
frequency ol the vieits of the lover. Fhe
gentle object of his prelerence imagined
no barrier to an alliance where there ex-
isted no inequality ; und hg lorbore to com-
Lmunicate what .could only oceusion per-
plexity, and whut ‘he trusied would soon
vanish liko ihe ‘haseless fabric ofa dream,’
According to a luppy. presience, the lolty
counsellorgave Lis cunsent lothe nupiials,
wnd-the flour of the court of Walliamst: ure
became a bride in the blush of her seven-
\teenth summer.

. Their residence was a retired and ro-
mahtic mansion on the banks of the Pum-
unkey. It reared its whiteowal's amid o
peofusionsof vines and fluwering tieed.—
Broad plantations, and the wealih. of Vir-
ginia forests, variegated the grounds. Ru-
ral; oecupmon, and the delight of eagh oth
er’ssagielyy pre red O them what they
\deemod a pneadise, o vizits to their &
voreddwallm:. lhﬂ wehancellor learoed o
\appreciate the treusyres ol hignew di wighe
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artof; he sought every opporopity of dig:
ngunslitng her merity whieh he.had onee
nyreluctantitBdmite . When'be saw
the grace and coligtiiness with - which she
ond hepyuars, utsyluybd an
mentok her servanis the en-
rl,uﬂ the cheerful alachi-
sied wnd lu«auluhu'l

ebamam of her family;abe| .
ithrwhigh_she forgot ber-
the. gdud of gthers« but
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ingsiluation of & young: beauti-
ealthy wilow, and.mother, she
siftable 1o condict horself with ua.
vnymg dlscfeuon. andsfaithfullpetd dqq:
charge every i ntduty.
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‘Iam rejoiced Col. Washington,' said
the hospitable old gentlemin, ¢ furfunately
1o have met you on my morning ride; and
inore sous 1 have some guests who may
moke the repast pags p e asuntly, and witl
not fuil o apprecite olr yeuog and valicnt
soldior,

Washington bowed his thanks, and was
introduced o the gompiny. Vieginia's
fur-famed hospitality fus well set lorth in
that spacipus baregial  haile Precise in
his household segolations, the sueial [east
wiis elsed abotha time the host. had pre.
dicted. ‘Lhe servant also was punctual—
he know the hubits ol hismaster. Al the
appuinted moment ho. steod with * horses’
camparisoned at the gate gpand much did
he marvel, as- listening to every loustep

that paced down the ay he saw the
foun almk i 3“ wusly uﬂ“’n no master

appear. At length an (mlcr came thai
the horses should be putiop for the night.
Wonderupon wonder! when his Lusiness
with the governor was so urgent ! The sun
wus high in the heaven the next day ere
Washington mounted for his journey.—
o explination was given, bat it was ru-
mored that among the gnests was a beuu-
tiful and youthful \\ldow, to who:e charins
hig Ticart responded. “This was furler con
firmed by his tarrying but a briel space at
Williamsburg, retracing his routo with un-
ustu] celerity, and beecame a frequent vis-
itor of the huuw of the late Colonel Custis,
in the vicinity, where, te following year,
his auptials were cclebrated,

Henccforth the life of the lady of Mount
Veraon is a partof the history ol her coun-
try.  Io that hallowed retieat she was
tound entering into the plans of. Wuehing-
ton, sharing lus confidence, and making
his household bappy. 'T'here, her uvaly
daughter, Mariha Cuslis, died in the blgom
of youth; a lew  ycuars ufter, when the
troubles of the couutry drew her husband
to the pust ot communder-in-chief ol her
armics she accumpanied hun to. Boston,
and wilnessed s siege and evacuation,—
IFur eighiyears he returned no more (o en-
joy. hut beluved residence. on the bunks ot
e Potumac. , Dyring his absence, she
made the uuak sirenuous  efloits o dis-
charge.theadded weight of cure, aud lo en-
dure, woth chungeicss, (rust e beaven,
conlinued angiety lor upg so luexpies:
Ligdeie, Atthe clize of Buch catupuigu

,ahu sepuiied, 10 cumplinnge with hig wish-

@3, iv liead guusiers, . wheig the ladies ot
the gensralothcer jume.lr rin forming
such sugiety us diffu-ed. o chegring milu-
ence grer even the gloom of the winter of
uht} Forge and Morristown, Tle vpen-
ing of'e¥ery camipaign was the signal of
the vetura of Ludy Washingion (ils she was
Iﬂj{!d in uurhrm\) to ‘her dumeésiic, cares
loual Vernow, ‘l heﬁlﬂ, sald hey
RUI'S I:humul st canhon of i€ révolatibe-
ary war,’ The rqmuug w'h‘i'ch n:mﬁdﬁd
thesufrender of Cornwaliis, in the autfumn
J‘ua’!’...m for hera sgaau‘ﬁ of the
deepl stsoroW: Her uu{?‘fcmm@kmlm
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Wnlum,ton answered in the affiema-

:’El:w such a union,—
for. the best.ol

'Polk with
| [8ation of figires, desined 40 mi
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i okl

h;ldjgml) wIm:'l*;‘ he 3

sﬁr-ure the res
e furnitore ol
his servanis,the culfﬂn 'hf
displayed elugnnw. while
ostentdtion, - In nll lheau nr
Mrs. Washingion wag 8 se¢
Eriduy evening leyecs np,
ways present exhibited
Tlellc which marks the ilﬂé
ignified and high bread. i
at seven pid clmﬁng utten they lent no

ery ol
lis gl:th'ﬁ

"Plic first lady of the nation still preserved
the habits of early life, Todu!ging inno|
indolence, she left the pillow at dawn, nnd
afler breaklast retired L: her chamber for
an hour, for the study of the scriptures and
devotion. 'This practiee, it is uald during
the long period of halla ccntury, was nev.
er omied, 'The duties of 1 :0 sabbath
were dear to her,  The President and fier-
self uttended public worship with regular-
ity, and in the evening ha read to'ber, in
her clml:l..cr, the seripturesand a sermon,
The spring of 1707 opened for them
with llnc‘: most p cmng umnmputluns Tlie
cares W high office were resigaet, tnd feo

der of heir days, to the belaved sh: u!cs of
MouutVerpon. Tle new tael sprin

inty fiésh greonness w berever they h'ul'-lg
the varnal blossoms opening  to l’eruiﬂ!
them, he wabbled weleome of the birds

toils ol public life, and” satinted  with'its
houors, they retueted to their rural la-
Lraul, tl\! owed by e recollcclions bl‘an-
ly ye l‘b, anl by UNg conscigusness of vie-!
L,

Butin iwa years Wi ashington” was no
more.  The shock of his death, afier an
illness of only twenty lour hours, fell Tike
 thunder-bult upun the Lerenved widiw.

The piety which had haen h n emits
conu‘rqueu {1 1n|ppﬁﬂ],di]gl £ 0

ed; and though her cheerfulpess Jid not
uuarly fursake her, she ditchajg.d her
habitia! round of dutics, ns._ope whe [clt
that ¢ the glory had depacted .*

ow beauliful and charaeteristic was
herreply the solicitutions of the highestou--
thotity of the nation, that the remains of
he: allustrious husband might be removed
to the seatof government, and a murble
monument errected te mark the =pot of
their repose,

* Taught by the great example which 1
have had so long befora me, never to op-
pose my private wishes o the will of my
country, | consent to the request made l-}
Congress; and doing this | need not, Toan-
not, say what a sacrilice of individual feel.
ing I'make to a sense of pubilic clul“I
The intention of the Congress of 1707
hasnever been executed, nor the propssed
monument erected. The enthusiasm of
the time passed away, and the many con-
ficting cores of a great pation turned its
thought from thus perpetunting his memo-
ry, whose imnge is trusted would be ever
enshrined in the hearts of a great pecple.
Searcely two years of her lonely widow-
hood were aecomplished, ere the lady of
Mount Vernon tound death uppmnrhing.

which she had tesied from her youtvon
ward tohoney  lmirs, - Then culmly res
signed her soul intorthe hands ot him who
gave ity ut the sge of geventy, fulloy yenrs
nndull of honers; she was lnid in lhe tomb
of Wﬂ;hmgmu

In the autline of the linnments of Mar-
tha Washington, we pereeive that it'wns
neither the benul)'. with whith ske  was
entdowcd; nor thyhigh station which “she
had attained, that gaye endurifig lustre to

thoseduties which devolva uponther sex.
I'his fitted her to irradinte the home, to
lighten the cares, to cheer the anxieties,
to-sublimatesthe enjoyments ol himy who,
indherexpressive language of the Chief
JusticeMarshall, was*so favored of Hea-
ven as tocdepart  without exhsblung the
-weakmsh o! humnmu.
Ay
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